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John the Baptist 
His Arrival into the World
In Jerusalem, there lived a married couple named Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
They had never been able to have children. 

                                                      One day, Zechariah was in the 
temple when suddenly, 
the Angel Gabriel 
appeared. Zechariah 
was scared but the angel 

told him not to be. Angel 
Gabriel said that Elizabeth 

would have a baby boy and he 
must be called John. The angel 

explained that John would be a 
good man who would lead people to the Lord. 

Zechariah thought that Elizabeth was too old to 
have a baby but Angel Gabriel told him that it 
would happen because he had been sent by God. 

As Zechariah still didn’t believe the news, he lost his 
speech and hearing until the baby was born. 

When the baby was born, Elizabeth told everyone that 
his name would be John. People thought the 
baby should be named after his father. 
Zechariah wrote the words, ‘His name is 
John.’ At that very moment, Zechariah 
could speak and hear again so he prayed 
to God to thank him.

John the Baptist
John grew to be a good man who 
said what he thought. He was 
very loyal to God. During his 
life, he told them to ask God 
to forgive them for any bad 
things they had done. People 
listened to John and wanted to be 
baptised by him as a way of doing this. 
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His Death
John said that King Herod should not have 
married his brother’s wife. Herod was very 
angry and put John in prison. Herod wanted 
to have him killed. The people thought that 
John had a special bond with God so Herod 
left him alone.

On Herod’s birthday, his wife’s daughter 
danced for him. She danced nicely so the king 
offered her anything she wanted. Her mother told 
her to ask for John to be killed.

John the Baptist

Did You Know? 
John baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.

Glossary 
baptised - when someone is dipped in water, symbolising purification or 
rebirth and their commitment to God
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Questions
1. What were John’s parents called?  

 

2. Who came to visit John’s father?  

 

3. What was he told would happen? 

 

 

4. Why did John’s father lose his speech and hearing for a while? 

 

 

5. Where did John baptise Jesus? 

 

6. Why did King Herod and his wife dislike John?  

 

 

John the Baptist
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Answers
1. What were John’s parents called? 

John’s parents were called Zechariah and Elizabeth. 

2. Who came to visit John’s father? 
Angel Gabriel came to visit John’s father.

3. What was he told would happen? 
He was told that Elizabeth would have a baby boy and he must be called John. 
The angel explained that John would be a good man who would lead people 
to the Lord. Angel Gabriel told him that the child had been sent by God. 

4. Why did John’s father lose his speech and hearing for a while? 
As Zechariah didn’t believe the angel’s news, he lost his 
speech and hearing until the baby was born.

5. Where did John baptise Jesus? 
John baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.

6. Why did King Herod and his wife dislike John?  
King Herod and his wife disliked John because he didn’t think they should be married.

John the Baptist


