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A Diocese is made up of many parishes. The Bishop leads the Christian family in his Diocese.
The main church in a diocese is called a Cathedral. ‘Cathedral’ comes from a Latin word
meaning ‘seat’, so the cathedral is where the diocesan bishop has his ‘seat’. This is the
symbol of his responsibility and authority, and he takes his seat here when he celebrates
Mass.

Bishops are the successors of the Apostles. The role of the Bishop is to unite all the parish
families within a diocese. He does this through visiting each parish, celebrating
confirmation, ordaining men to the priesthood and proclaiming the Gospel. He is like a
shepherd in the way he looks after and cares for his people as a shepherd cares for his
sheep. The mitre is worn on his head and symbolises the two sources of his authority —the
Bible and the Church. The cross shows he walks in the footsteps of Christ. The ring shows he
is faithful to God and to leading his people. The crozier is a symbol of how he is like a
shepherd.

Mitre, a pointed headdress worn by
hishops since 1100. Perhaps inspired
by descriptions of priests in the
Hebrew Bible. Sample will take it off
when he's praying. Underneath,
he'll wear a silken skull cap, called a
zucchetto.

Crozier, a long staff that symbolizes a
bishop or archbishop's role as a good

_ shepherd, who leads his flock toward
salvation, disciplining and protecting them
along the way,

Chasuble, a cape worn over the other
vestments, symbolizing the qualities that
Jesus embodied. Sample will wear white
vestments, trimmed in blue, accerding to
the archdiocese.

Pectoral cross, worn around
one's neck and resting close to
the heart. It may include
precious stones or the relics of
a saint, Bishops, archbishops,
cardinals and popes often wear
the cross when they are not
wearing formal vestments.

-~ Ring, a symbol of a bishop's jurisdiction
within the church. In the old days, a ring
was used to seal official documents. Like
a wedding ring, it suggests a bishop is
wedded to his diocese.

What is the name of your diocese?

What is the name of the leader of your diocese?
What is the name of your Cathedral?

Where is it?

What is the bishop’s seat?



