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St John the Baptist RC Primary School – Reception Curriculum Overview  

Subject  Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

General 
themes/topics 

NB: These themes 
may be adapted 
at various points 
to allow for more 

children’s 
interests  

 All about me and my 
community 
Starting school / getting to 
know my new class  
Being me in my world 
Feelings 
My family and me 
What makes me special 
Being kind and making friends 
 

Celebrate and illuminate 
Diwali  
Birthdays 
Bonfire night 
Nocturnal animals 
Nativity 
Christmas 
 

 

Oh the places you’ll go… (Transport)  
Transport 
Vehicles 
Vehicles in the past 
How have vehicles changed over time? 
Chinese New Year 
Space 
 

 

Ready Steady Grow! 
Healthy Eating  
Growing 
Life Cycles  
Plants &  
Flowers Weather / seasons The great 
outdoors  
Minibeasts 
Caterpillar frog lifecycle 
Lent/Easter story 

Once upon a Time (Fairy tales) 
Traditional Tales 
Ramadan 

 

What a wonderful world! 
Seasons 
Weather 
Seaside 
Under the sea 
Dinosaurs  
Animals around the world 

 

High Quality 
Texts  

NB: A text for 
Literacy to be 

used as well as 
‘old favourites’ 
for daily story-

time. Other texts 
to be used for 

other areas of the 
curriculum, e.g. 

PSED. 

 Starting School 
Incredible you 
The Colour Monster 
Lost and Found 
Ruby’s worry 
Meesha Makes Friends  
Pumpkin Soup 
Elmer 
 

Rama and Sita 
Owl babies 
Cake! 
Scarecrow’s wedding 
It was a cold dark night 
The Jolly Postman  
Stick Man  
People who help us  

 

The hundred decker bus  
The journey home from Grandpa’s 
Emma’s airplane 
The Runaway Train 
Collins: My first book of transport  
The train ride 
Whatever next 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Jasper’s Beanstalk 
And then it’s Spring 
Sam plants a sunflower 
Cress Head (Twinkl) 
A seed in need 
Farmer duck 

 

3 little pigs 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Goldilocks  
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Gingerbread man 
Little Red Hen 

Rainbow fish 
What the ladybird heard at the seaside. 
The singing mermaid 
Harry and his bucket of dinosaurs 
Dinosaurs love underpants 
Dear Zoo 
Handa’s surprise 
 

  

Role Play Area  Home corner restaurant Home corner Santa’s 
grotto/post office? 

Car garage/Car wash Garden Centre home corner Castle Travel agents/zoo 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

 Analyse Nursery Assessments 
Reception Baseline 
Assessment 
Half term phonics assessment 

Tracker  
Intervention 
Pupil progress meeting 
Parents evening 
Half term phonics 
assessment 

Tracker 
Interventions  
On-going assessments (Observations) 
Half term phonics assessment 

 

Interventions  
Tracker  
Pupil progress meetings 
Half term phonics assessment 
 

Interventions 
Tracker 
On-going assessments  
Parents Evening  
Half term phonics assessment 

Interventions  
 Tracker  
EYFS Profile 
End of term school reports 
Half term phonics assessment 

Parental 
Involvement  

 Phonics Workshop 
Maths Workshop 
Stay and Pray 
Drop in 

Nativity  
Learning Journey Look 
Stay and Play 
Parents evening 
Class Assembly 

Learning Journey Look 
 

Easter stay and play 
 

Wow moments 
Parents evening 

Graduation  
Wow moments 
Sports Day   
Learning journey 
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Area 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

PSED 
(Personal, Social and 

Emotional 
Development) 

 D
evelo

p
m

en
t M

atters (R
ecep

tio
n

) 
     

   Self-Regulation 

• Children will see 
themselves as unique 
by sharing their 
hobbies and interests.  

• Children will discuss 
their family likes and 
dislikes. 

 
Managing Self 

• Children will know how 
regular exercise is 
important for their 
health. 

• Children will know the 
importance of personal 
hygiene especially 
cleaning our teeth ( 
Dentist visit) 

 
Building Relationships 

• Children will know how to 
identify their feelings, using 
books such as ‘The Colour 
Monster’ to support 
understanding.  

• Children will make friends 
through the use of circle 
time and other play 
opportunities 

• Children will respect other 
cultures by learning about 
Diwali 

Self-Regulation 

• Children will know 
how to be helpful by 
taking on jobs such as 
serving milk and 
tidying up specific 
areas.  

 
Managing Self 

• Children will know the 
school rules Ready, 
Safe, Respectful.  

 
 
Building Relationships 

• Children will know how to 
listen to others with 
respect. 
 

Self-Regulation 

• Children will know how 
to make the right 
choice and the 
consequences of not 
doing so.  

• Show resilience and 
perseverance when 
faced with challenges.  

 
Managing Self 

• Children will 
know what a 
sensible amount 
of screen time is 
and why this is 
important for 
their health.  

• Children will 
know about the 
importance of a 
good sleep 
routine for their 
health.  

 
 
Building Relationships 

• Children will 
know how to 
treat others in 
our class using 
the statement 
‘Kind hands and 
kind words’. 

 

Self-Regulation 

• Children will 
know the effects 
of their behaviour 
on others.  

 
Managing Self 

• Children will 
know how 
healthy eating is 
important for 
their health. 

 
Building Relationships 

• Children will be 
able to describe 
what makes a 
good friend 
including 
attributes such as 
listening and 
sharing.  

 

Self-Regulation 

• Children will 
know to 
manage their 
feelings when 
they are feeling 
upset/angry. 

• Children will 
know how to 
learn from their 
mistakes. 

 
Managing Self 

• Children will 
know how to 
be a safe 
pedestrian and 
why this is 
important.  
(Road safety) 

 
Building Relationships 

• Children will 
know how to 
express their 
opinion and 
understand it is 
okay to have a 
different 
opinion to their 
friends.  

 

Self-Regulation 

• Children will 
Identify and 
moderate their 
own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally. 

 
Managing Self 

• Children will know 
the importance of 
exercise. 

 
Building Relationships 

• Children will know 
how to resolve a 
problem by talking 
it through with a 
friend or adult.  
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C&L 
(Communication and 

Language) 

D
evelo

p
m

en
t M

atters (R
ecep

tio
n

) 

 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

• Children will listen carefully 
and join in with stories and 
rhyme. 

• Children will ask what 
questions to adults and 
visitors into the classroom. 

• Asks for help when needed.  

• Discuss how they’re feeling.  
 
 
Speaking 

• Children will know and 
retell stories. 

 

• Children will know and 
use vocabulary linked 
to their theme ‘Myself 
and my community!’ 
including special, 
unique, similar, and 
different. 

 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

• Children will join in 
with repeated refrains 
in a story.  

 

• Children will ask who 
questions. 

 
Speaking 

• Children will know 
and retell ‘stories 
linked to the theme 

• Children will be able 
to talk about their 
birthday and other 
events that happen 
during the term. 

 

• Children will know 
and use vocabulary 
linked to their theme 
‘Celebrate and 
illuminate!’ including 
tradition, Hanukkah, 
religion. 

 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

• Children will talk about 
key events in a story.  

 

• Children will ask when 
questions. 

 
Speaking 

• Children will know and 
retell ‘the train ride 
story and other 
transport books. 

 

• Children will know and 
use vocabulary linked 
to their theme ‘Oh the 
places you’ll go!’  

 

• Children will express 
ideas using past and 
present tense. 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

• Children will link 
events in a story 
to their own 
experiences. 

 

• Children will why 
questions. 

 
Speaking 
 

• Children will 
know and retell 
‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’. 

 

• Children will 
know and use 
vocabulary linked 
to their theme 
‘Ready Steady 
Grow’’ including 
recycling, 
environment, and 
wild plants. Life 
cycles growth 

 
 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 
 

• Children will identify 
the main characters 
in the story and talk 
about their feelings.  

• Children will ask 
where questions. 

 
Speaking 
 

• Children will know 
role play and retell 
‘The 3 Little Pigs.’ 
And other traditional 
tales 

 

• Children will know 
and use vocabulary 
linked to their theme 
‘Once upon a time’ 
including character 
fairytale villain hero 
characters setting 
 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

• Children will ‘hot 
seat’ characters 
from a story.  

 
Speaking 

• Children will know 
and retell 
‘Rainbow fish’ 
Dear zoo 

 

• Children will know 
and use 
vocabulary linked 
to their theme 
‘What a 
Wonderful world’ 
including fossils, 
marine life, 
seasons 

 

• Children will 
express ideas 
using past and 
present tense. 

•  

PD 
(Physical 

Development) 

 Gross Motor 

• Cooperation games i.e. 
parachute games. Climbing – 
outdoor equipment 
Different ways of moving to 
be explored with children  

• Changing for PE / Help 
individual children to 
develop good personal 
hygiene. Acknowledge and 
praise their efforts. Provide 
regular reminders about 
thorough handwashing and 
toileting. 

Fine Motor 

• Children will know the 
correct pencil grip and 
posture for writing. 

• Threading, cutting, weaving, 
playdough, 

•  Fine Motor activities. 

 Gross Motor 

• Ball skills- throwing 
and catching.  

• Crates play- climbing. 
Skipping ropes in 
outside area dance 
related activities 

• Provide a range of 
wheeled resources for 
children to balance, 
sit or ride on, or pull 
and push.  

• Two-wheeled balance 
bikes carts are all 
good options  

Fine Motor 

• Children will know 
how to do up and 
undo zips and  
buttons. 

Gross Motor 

• Children will know how 
to balance and roll a 
ball  

• Ball skills- aiming, 
dribbling, pushing, 
throwing & catching, 
patting, or kicking 

•  Ensure that spaces are 
accessible to children 
with varying 
confidence levels, skills 
and needs.  
Provide a wide range of 
activities to support a 
broad range of abilities. 
Dance / moving to 
music Gymnastics ./ 
Balance 

 
Fine Motor 

Gross Motor 

• Children will 
know how to kick 
and pass different 
sized balls.  

• Balance- children 
moving with 
confidence dance 
related activities 

• Provide 
opportunities for 
children to, spin, 
rock, tilt, fall, slide 
and bounce. 

•  Use picture 
books and other 
resources to 
explain the 
importance of the 
different aspects 

Gross Motor 

• Children will know 
how to throw and 
catch different sized 
balls. 

• Obstacle activities 
children moving 
over, under, through 
and around 
equipment 

• Encourage children 
to be highly active 
and get out of breath 
several times every 
day. 

•  Provide 
opportunities for 
children to, spin, 
rock, tilt, fall, slide 
and bounce. Dance / 
moving to music 

Gross Motor 

• Children will know how 
to bat and aim using 
different sized balls. 

• Races / team games 
involving gross motor 
movements dance 
related activities 

• Allow less competent 
and confident children 
to spend time initially 
observing and listening, 
without feeling 
pressured to join in. 
Gymnastics ./ Balance   

 
Fine Motor 

• Children will know 
how to use two-
hole scissors to 
cut along lines.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

4 
 

•  Manipulate objects with 
good fine motor skills  

• Draw lines and circles using 
gross motor movements  

• Hold pencil/paint brush 
beyond whole hand grasp 
Pencil Grip 

 

• Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters 
linked to ELS scheme for 
autumn 1 term 

• Threading, cutting, 
weaving, playdough, 

•  Fine Motor activities. 
Develop muscle tone 
to put pencil pressure 
on paper  

• Use tools to effect 
changes to materials 
Show preference for 
dominant hand 

• Engage children in 
structured activities: 
guide them in what to 
draw, write or copy.  

• Teach and model 
correct letter 
formation. 

 

• Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters 
and graphemes from ELS 
scheme for autumn 2 

• Children will know how 
to use a knife and fork.  

 

• Children will know how 
to correctly form the 
letters/graphemes 
from ELS scheme for 
Spring 1  

 

• Threading, cutting, 
weaving, playdough, 
Fine Motor activities. 

 

• Handle tools, objects, 
construction and 
malleable materials 
with increasing control 

 

•  Encourage children to 
draw freely. Holding 
Small Items / Button 
Clothing / Cutting with 
Scissors 

of a healthy 
lifestyle. 

 
Fine Motor 

• Children will 
know how to use 
two-hole scissors 
to make snips in 
paper. 

 

• Children will form 
recognisable 
letters/graphemes 
from review week in 
scheme 

• Threading, cutting, 
weaving, playdough 

• , Fine Motor activities. 
Hold pencil effectively 
with comfortable grip  

 
Fine Motor 
Children will know how to 
thread and sew. 
 

• Children will know 
how to correctly 
form the letters and 
words from phase 4 
ELS scheme 

• Threading, cutting, 
weaving, playdough, 

• Fine Motor activities. 

•  Develop pencil grip 
and letter formation 
continually  

• Use one hand 
consistently for fine 
motor tasks  

• Cut along a straight 
line with scissors / 

• Start to cut along a 
curved line, like a 
circle / Draw a cross 

 

• Children will know 
how to correctly 
form capital 
letters.  

• Threading, cutting, 
weaving, 
playdough, Fine 
Motor activities. 
Form letters 
correctly 

• Copy a square 
Begin to draw 
diagonal lines, like 
in a triangle / 

• Start to colour 
inside the lines of 
a picture Start to 
draw pictures that 
are recognisable / 
Build things with 
smaller linking 
blocks, such as 
Duplo or Lego 

 

L 
(Literacy) 

 Comprehension 

• Joining in with rhymes 
and showing an 
interest in stories with 
repeated refrains. 

• Environment print. 

• Having a favourite 
story/rhyme. 

• Understand the five 
key concepts about 
print: - print has 
meaning - print can 
have different 
purposes - we read 

• English text from left 
to right and from top 
to bottom - the names 
of the different parts 
of a book 

•  Sequencing familiar 
stories through the use 
of pictures to tell the 
story. 

•  Recognising initial 
sounds.  

Comprehension 

• Retell stories related to 
events through acting/role 
play.  

• Christmas letters/lists. 

• Retelling stories using 
images / apps.  

• Actions to retell the story – 
Story Maps.  

• Retelling of stories. 

•  Editing of story maps and 
orally retelling new stories. 

• Non-Fiction Focu 

• s Retelling of stories. 

• Sequence story – use 
vocabulary of beginning, 
middle and end. 

•  Blend sounds into words, 
so that they can read short 
words made up of known 
letter– sound 
correspondences.  

• Enjoys an increasing range 
of books 

Word Reading 

Comprehension 

• Making up stories with 
themselves as the main 
character – 

• Using Tales Toolkit 
strategy.  

• Encourage children to 
record stories through 
picture drawing/mark 
making for LAs. 

•  Read simple phrases 
and sentences made up 
of words with known 
letter–sound 
correspondences and, 
where necessary, a few 
exception words. 

• Make the books 
available for children to 
share at school and at 
home. 

 
Word Reading 
Children will read and 
correctly form the sounds oo 

Comprehension 

• Information 
leaflets about 
animals in the 
garden/plants 
and growing. 

•  Re-read books to 
build up their 
confidence in 
word reading, 
their fluency and 
their 
understanding 
and enjoyment. 

•  World Book Day 

• Timeline of how 
plants grow 

• . Uses vocabulary 
and forms of 
speech that are 
increasingly 
influenced by 
their experiences 
of books.  

Comprehension 

• Stories from other 
cultures and 
traditions 

•  Retell a story with 
actions and / or 
picture prompts as 
part of a group – 

•  Use story language 
when acting out a 
narrative.  

• Rhyming words. 

• Parents reading 
stories  

• Can explain the main 
events of a story – 

• Can draw pictures of 
characters/ event / 
setting in a story. 
May include labels, 
sentences or 
captions. Role play 
area – book 
characters 

Word Reading 

Comprehension 

• Can draw pictures of 
characters/ event / 
setting in a story  

• Listen to stories, 
accurately anticipating 
key events & respond to 
what they hear with 
relevant comments, 
questions and 
reactions. 

•  Make predictions 

• Beginning to 
understand that a non-
fiction is a non-story- it 
gives information 
instead.  

• Fiction means story.  

• Can point to front 
cover, back cover, 
spine, blurb, illustration, 
illustrator, author and 
title. Sort books into 
categories.  

Word Reading 
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• Name writing 
activities.  

• Engage in extended 
conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary.  

Word Reading 
Children will read and correctly 
form the sounds s a t p l n m d g o 
k ck e u r ss h b ff ll 
 
Children will hear and identify 
initial sounds in words.  
 
Children will know HRS words 
I the no put of is to go into pull as 
his 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters s a t p l 
n m d g o k ck e u r ss h b ff ll  
 

• Children will know how to 
write their name. 

Children will read and correctly 
form the sounds j v w x y  zz qu 
ch sh th ng nk ai ee igh oa es 
 
Children will blend known sounds 
in words.  
 
Children will know HRS words he 
she buses we me be push was 
her my you 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters j v w x y  
zz qu ch sh th ng nk ai ee igh oa 
es 
 

• Children will know how to 
write initial sounds.  

ar ur oo or ow oi ear air ure 
er ow 
 
Children will blend known 
sounds in words.  
 
Children will know HRS 
words he they all are ball tall 
when what 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters 
already learned  
 
Children will know how to 
write CVC/CVCC words.  

 

• They develop 
their own 
narratives and 
explanations by 
connecting ideas 
or events  

Word Reading 
Children will read and 
correctly form the sounds 
learnt from previous phases 
(Review) 
 
Children will blend known 
sounds in words.  
 
Children will review HRS 
words from other phases 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters 
already learned and begin to 
form some capital letters 
 

• Children will know how 
to write a short phrase. 

Children will read and 
correctly form the sounds 
and create phase 4 words 
 
Children will blend known 
sounds from ELS in words.  
 
Children will know HRS 
words up to summer 1 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the letters 
and form capital letters. 
 

• Children will know 
how to write a short 
sentence. 

Children will be able to blend 
ords and read simple 
sentences using Summer 2 
ELS graphemmes 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
correctly form capital letters.  
 
Children will know how to 
read what they have written 
to check it makes sense. 

 

M 
(Maths) 

R
ed

 R
o

se M
ath

s 

• Unit 1- Number 1 

• Unit 2- Numbers to 2 

• Unit 3- Numbers to 3 

• Unit 4- Numbers to 4 

• Unit 5- Numbers to 5 

• Unit 6- Numbers to 6 

• Unit 7- Numbers to 7 

• Unit 8- Numbers to 8  

• Unit 9- Numbers to 9 

• Unit 10- Numbers to 
10 

• Unit 11- Counting 
and Comparing 

• Unit 12- 
Partitioning  

• Unit 13- Addition 
and Subtraction 
(2 weeks)  

• Unit 14- 
Comparing 
Measures 

• Unit 15- Sorting 
and Patterning  

• Unit 16- Shape 

• Unit 17- Addition 
and Subtraction 
(2 weeks)  

• Unit 18- 
Multiplication and 
Division  

• Unit 19- Space 

• Unit 20- Time 

• Unit 21- 
Counting, 
Comparing and 
Ordering  

• Unit 22- 
Numbers to 20 
(2 weeks) 

• Unit 23- 
Measures 
(Length, Mass 
and Capacity) 

• Unit 24- Money 

• Unit 25- Shape 
and Sorting 

 
 

• Unit 26- 
Multiplication and 
Division 

• Unit 27- Space and 
Pattern 

• Unit 28- Time 

• Unit 29- Addition 
and Subtraction (2 
weeks) 

• Unit 30- Numbers 
to 20  

 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

6 
 

UTW 
(Understanding the 

World) 

H
isto

ry lin
ks 

• Children will know how they 
have changed from birth to 
4/5 

• Begin to make sense of their 
own life-story and family’s 
history. 

• Begin to comment on 
images of familiar situations 
in the past (homes).  

 

• Children will explore 
images, stories and 
artefacts from the past.  

• Children will know that 
Remembrance Day is to 
remember soldiers who 
died in the war.   

• Children will know about 
the story of Guy Fawkes 
(bonfire night) 

• Begin to comment on 
images of familiar situations 
in the past (family 
celebrations). 

• Children will look at 
images of transport 
from the past and 
identify similarities and 
differences. 

• Past and present 
transport  

• Old and new vehicles- 
similarities and 
difference  

• •Introduce children to 
significant figures who 
have been to space and 
begin to understand 
that these events 
happened before they 
were born. 

•  Comment on images of 
familiar situations in 
the past.  

• *Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from 
the past 

• Children will know that 
the past is anything 
before the current day.  

•  

• Children will now that 
the present is now. 

• Talk about the lives 
of the people around 
them and their roles 
in society. 

•  *Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on 
their experiences and 
what has been read 
in class.  

• *Understand the 
past through 
settings, characters 
and events 
encountered in 
books read in class 
and storytelling. 

• Children will know who 
David Attenborough is 
and why he is 
important. 

• Children will look at 
images of seaside 
holidays from the past 
and present and 
identify similarities and 
differences. 

• Know some similarities 
and differences 
between things in the 
past and now, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 
in class (Dinosaurs) 
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G
eo

grap
h

y lin
ks 

People, Culture and Communities 

• Children will know that 
the green on a globe is 
land and the blue is 
sea.  

 

• Children will know that 
a globe shows 
different countries 
around the world.  

 

• Children will identify 
typical weather in 
Autumn. 
 

• *Begin to understand 
that some places are 
special to members of 
their community. 

• *Begin to recognise 
that people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special times 
in different ways.  
 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

• Children will know 
how people in 
different countries 
celebrate Christmas.  

• Children will know that 
Burnley is in England. 

• signs in the environment 
(shapes)  
 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

• Children will 
know the name of 
the road that our 
school is on.  
 

• Children will 
explore aerial 
maps of our 
school and 
identify key 
features. 

• Understand that 
people eat 
different foods 
from other 
countries by 
looking at foods 
from around the 
world (Chinese 
new year) 

• All about China 

• Discuss how they 
got to school and 
what mode of 
transport they 
used.  

• Children will 
identify typical 
weather in 
Winter.   

People, Culture and 
Communities 

• Children will know that 
we can only grow 
certain fruit/vegetables 
in England. 

• Draw children’s 
attention to the 
immediate 
environment, 
introducing and 
modelling new 
vocabulary where 
appropriate. 

• Visit a garden centre 
and learn how to care 
for plants. 
 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

• Children will know 
that we do not have 
certain animals in 
England  

• Farm visit to see 
baby farm animals 
and discuss how they 
grow. 

• Children will identify 
typical weather in 
Spring. 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Children will identify 
similarities and 
differences between life 
in Burnley and life in 
Africa.  

• Children will identify 
typical weather in 
Summer. 
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Scien
ce lin

ks 

The Natural World 

• Children will know the 
names of body parts: 
shoulders, elbows, knees, 
ankles. 

 

• Children will know the 5 
senses.  

 

• Children will know that this 
time of year is Autumn. 

 

• Explore the natural world 
around them. 

The Natural World 
 

• Describe what they see, 
hear and feel whilst 
outside.  

• Explore light and dark 

• *Draw information from a 
simple map.  

• *Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them.  

• Undertsand that some 
animals sleep during the 
day and come out at night, 

• Know the differences 
between night and day, 

The Natural World 

• Children will 
know that this 
time of year is 
Winter. 
 

• Children will 
explore floating 
and sinking. 
 

• Children will 
know that there 
are 8 planets in 
the solar system. 
 

• Children will 
identify plastic 
and metal. 

Children will know 
what material a 
magnet picks up. 

•  

The Natural World 

• Children will 
observe 
changes and 
growth of 
chicks.  

• Children will 
know the 
life cycle of 
a chick.  

• Children will 
know that 
this time of 
year is 
Spring.  

• Spring 
season 
Grow a 
plant and 
measure 
who’s is the 
tallest/small
est/ order 

• . • Building a 
‘Bug Hotel’  

• Encourage 
interactions 
with the 
outdoors to 
foster 
curiosity 
and give 
children 
freedom to 
touch, smell 
and hear the 
natural 
world 
around 
them during 
hands-on 
experiences. 

•  • Look for 
children 
incorporatin
g their 
understandi
ng of the 
seasons and 

The Natural World 
Children will explore the 
strength of materials to 
make a house for the 3 
Little Pigs. 

The Natural World 

• After close observation, 
draw pictures of the 
natural world, including 
animals and plants  

• Trip to our local park (to 
link with seasons); 
discuss what we will see 
on our journey to the 
park and how we will 
get there.  
• Explore a range of 
jungle animals.  

• What can we do here to 
take care of animals in 
the jungle?  

• Compare animals from 
a jungle to those on a 
farm. 

•  Explore the world 
around us and see how 
it changes as we enter 
Summer. 
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weather in 
their play. 

 

EAAD 
(Expressive Arts and 

Design) 

M
u

sic 

lin
ks 

 
Being Imaginative  
 

• Children will know the 
nursery rhymes/songs: 

• Take part in simple 
pretend play. 

• *Begin to develop 
complex stories using 
small world 
equipment. 

• *Begin to listen 
attentively, move to 
and talk about music, 
expressing their 
feelings and responses. 

• *Sing in a group or on 
their own. 

• •Begin to explore and 
engage in music 
making. 

 

 
Being Imaginative  
 

• Begin to develop 
complex stories using 
small world 
equipment. 

• *Begin to develop 
storylines in their 
pretend play 

• . *Begin to listen 
attentively, move to 
and talk about music, 
expressing their 
feelings and 
responses.  

• *Begin to watch and 
talk about dance and 
performance art.  

• *Sing in a group or on 
their own.  

• *Begin to explore and 
engage in music 
making and dance. 

• Children will listen to 
a visitor play a range 
of instruments and 
identify similarities 
and differences. 

 
Being Imaginative  

 
• Learn a 
traditional Chinese 
song and dance and 
perform it / Encourage 
children to create their 
own music.  
• Exploration of 
other countries – 
dressing up in different 
costumes. 
•  Explore and 
engage in music 
making and dance, 
performing solo or in 
groups. 

• Children will 
know how to 
tap/clap along to 
a rhythm 

 
Being Imaginative  

 

• Listen attentively, 
move to and talk about 
music, expressing their 
feelings and responses 

• . *Sing in a group or on 
their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and 
following the melody.  
*Develop storylines in 
their pretend play 

• Children will 
experiment with 
different ways of 
playing instruments.  
 

• Children will join in 
with choreographed 
dances. 
 

 
Being Imaginative  
 

• Children will 
know how to 
match a pitch. 

• Sing a range of 
well-known 
nursery rhymes 
and songs.  

• *Perform 
songs, rhymes, 
poems and 
stories with 
others, and – 
when 
appropriate – 
try to move in 
time with 
music. 

 

 
Being Imaginative  

 

• Sing a range of 
well-known 
nursery rhymes 
and songs.  

• Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems 
and stories with 
others, and – 
when appropriate 
– try to move in 
time with music. 

• Children will know 
perform their own 
dances using steps 
and techniques 
that they have 
learned. 
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A
rt/D

T lin
ks 

Creating with Materials 
 

• Children will know how 
to mix primary colours 
to make secondary 
colours using poster 
paints. 

 

• Children will know how 
to draw a person – 
head, body, arms, legs 
and facial features.  
 

•   Continue to explore 
colour and colour 
mixing. *Safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials and tools.  

• *Talk about new 
creations. 

•  

Creating with Materials 
 

• Develop their 
own ideas and 
then decide 
which materials 
to use to express 
them. 

•  *Continue to 
explore colour 
and colour 
mixing.  

• *Safely use and 
explore a variety 
of materials and 
tools. 

•  *Explore new 
techniques. 

•  *Talk about 
new creations.  

• *Begin to return 
to and build 
upon previous 
learning. 

• Children will 
know which glue 
or tape to use 
for their chosen 
purpose. 

Creating with Materials 
 

• Explore and use a 
variety of artistic 
effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
*Return to and build on 
their previous learning, 
refining ideas and 
developing their ability 
to represent them. 
*Create collaboratively 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  

• Constructing vehicles 

• Cooking foods from 
around the world  

•   Design and make 
rockets. Design and 
make objects they may 
need in space, 
transport thinking 
about form and 
function.  

• Junk modelling boats 
and transport.  

• Retelling familiar 
stories Creating outer 
of space pictures  

• Provide children with a 
range of materials for 
children to construct 
with 
 

Creating Materials 
 
• Make different 
textures; make  
patterns using different 
colours 
• Children will 
explore ways to protect 
the growing of plants 
by designing 
scarecrows. 

• Children will make fruit 
and vegetable portraits 
in the style of Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo. 

•  

Creating Materials 
 

• Children will know 
how to make 
different shades of 
the same colour. 

• Safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, 
texture, form and 
function. *Share 
their creations, 
explaining the 
process they have 
used 

• . *Make use of props 
and materials when 
role playing 
characters in 
narratives and 
stories.  

•  

Creating Materials 
 

• •Safely use and explore 
a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 
*Share their creations, 
explaining the process 
they have used 

•  Children will know how 
to use and mix 
watercolour paints. 
Africa sunset) 

• Paint African animals 

• Create bubble water 
pictures for under the 
sea. 

• Create seaside pictures 
using sand and texture. 
 

R.E 
(Religious Education) 

Ligh
tin

g th
e 

P
ath

 
P

ro
gram

m
e  

 

• Creation & Covenant   • Prophecy & Promise • Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

• Desert to Garden • To the Ends of 
the Earth 

• Dialogue & 
Encounter 

 


